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How do you deal with death? What if the one who died was a relative or friend? What if that relative or friend was just a child? I have experienced it many times in my life, when my 14-year-old cousin died in a car crash, when my sister died in the Towers on 9/11, and most recently with the sudden death of a student-athlete at the high school where I teach.

Death is one of our greatest fears. It causes us to wonder about our own mortality and the issue of what happens next when we die. It is that fear that can cause an atheist to believe in God and that pain that can cause a believer to lose their faith.

That is what Mackenzie (Mack), the main character of the best selling book The Shack, by “Paul” Young, has to deal with. The book opens with a pained Mack trying to get on with life after the tragic disappearance and death of his youngest daughter. Death has not only caused pain and depression in his life, but separation from his wife and family. 

Mack blames God for the whole thing. How could a loving God allow a personal tragedy such as his?  Where was God when that maniac took his daughter? She believed God would protect her. Why did he allow this to happen? Mack is put in a position to face the answers to his pain and the God whom Mack has blamed. 

While left alone one weekend, the rest of the family gone to visit with other relatives, Mack receives a note from a mysterious someone named, “Papa”. Who is this “Papa”? Is this the name of the kidnapper and killer? If so, Mack plans to kill the killer. Papa has invited him to come to the abandoned shack where police investigators believe the killer took and ultimately killed the little girl.

What should Mack do? Can he revisit the place of pain? If he does visit, will he be able to avenge his daughter’s death by killing the killer? Will his pain end if he is able to have his revenge?

Mack enters the shack, but instead of facing off with the killer, Mack comes face to face with the God of the Trinity. In the time they face together Mack asks for the answers to his many questions. 

Mack first has to come to grips with the idea that being face to face with God is not a sign of insanity. God will really talk to him. God reassures him that he has heard all of his questions, that he is not unaware of his pain. God is there at the death of each individual and no one dies alone. 

But the biggest thing Mack has to learn, and we along with him, is that God is and always has been desperately in love with him. There is no time when God is the source of our pain and hurt.  But God wants us to know we are broken. Our thinking is wrong, our actions most often motivated by selfishness, and we definitely have a wrong view of him. That wrong view and our sinful actions cause us to fear God instead of loving him and trusting him.

What was God’s plan for us from the beginning? Why were we born? With so many religions in the world, how do we know which one is right? Who was Jesus and why did God let him die? What does all this mean for us who have bills to pay, mouths to feed and jobs to go to? It just doesn’t seem to fit with the whole religion thing. So why bother?

The Shack is a book that needs to be read. It is a moving tale of one man’s journey from doubt, beyond faith and into love and trust of God. The book is not about religion, but about dealing with the idea of God in the midst of pain. The view of God presented is in many ways different from what is often portrayed by churches. This God knows the difference between right actions and sin. In Jesus Christ he took care of our sin because there is nothing he wouldn’t do to draw us into his love.

While the book starts off slow while the background of the story is developed, once the reader heads into the shack with Mackenzie, the book is hard to put down. I found that I wanted to know more and was pulled deeper and deeper into the action. The book leaves the reader with more questions than answers.  Seeking the answers to those questions are worth the journey.

The Shack is well worth the read. It can be purchased at www.mastersloft.com and other book providers. An audio version is available at www.apple.com. 
